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South African Philani Dladla was an avid reader growing up. The country boy's life got off to a good start until he moved to the big city of Johannesburg to find work. He found a job, but his employment was short-lived because, unfortunately, he also found drugs. It didn't take long for Dladla to lose
everything and ended up living on the street. But Dladla wouldn't just beg for money. While living on the street, I noticed how many beggars there were getting money for nothing on street corners, Dladla said in an interview with ONE. I thought I could be different and actually give people something worth -
like a book or book review - in exchange for money. He had a few books and he started selling them, but only after giving expectant readers a detailed review of the story. He even based his price on how much he enjoyed the book. Favorites went for about 80 South African rand (or $6) while he let go of
books he didn't really enjoy for about 10 rand (less than a buck.) He soon became known as the Pavement Bookworm and people donated books and spare parts change to support his business and hear his book reviews. Dladla told ONE that it was all the motivation he needed to get off drugs and drag
his life together. But instead of saving his money and getting off the streets, Dladla decided to share her fortunes with others. So I started spending the money I got from selling books to buying all soup and bread every day instead of spending the money on drugs, Dladla said. Seeing their smile motivated
me to continue to use the little I had to spread happiness. From that point on, I knew I would never go back to being a drug addict. He also decided he wanted to help kids stay away from drugs and get hooked on reading, especially those without a lot of extra money for books. So he set up a book reader
club in the local park where kids can go and talk about books while sharing stories about what's going on in their lives. Dladla also hand out free books for the children to take home - on the condition that they come back and give him a review. They can still take this reading thing and make it their habit,
Dladla said in a video interview with South African filmmaker Tebogo Malope. Their lifelong habit. It was Malope who introduced Dladla to the world in a series of video interviews he posted on YouTube, in which Dladla shares his thoughts on life, reading and some of his favorite books. Now Dladla has set
up a website and a Facebook page where readers can support his work by donating books. You don't have to be rich to change the world, he wrote on Facebook. Start with the little one you have. If you inspire one person, you've already changed the world. Philani Dladla is proof that you can't judge a
book based on its cover. Nothing makes me happier than a new book I can delve into. Unless it's a free book! Here you will find a list of how you can get books of all kinds. There are free books you can keep, borrow, borrow, in your hands, read online, listen to like an MP3, or put on your erader. There are
free books you get in the mail and some books you will have to go out and pick up. Some of these ideas about where to get free books you've more than likely heard of, but hopefully some of them will give you some new ideas on how you can get free books for yourself and everyone in your family.
Probably the most obvious way to get free books is to check them out from your local public library. The downside is that they won't be yours to keep, but you'll have the option to read a book they have for free. Another way to get free books from your local library is to visit the last day when your library is
having their book sale. Many times they will hand out free or very cheap books instead of withdrawing them for storage. BookCrossing is definitely a unique way to get free books! Participants notice and release books in the wild for others to hunt, find, read and then published back to someone else to read.
Choose Books &amp; People and then go hunting to find the location of books near you that are just waiting to be picked up. I won't leave you Nook owners behind! There are also tons of free books you can download and put on your Nook. There are quite the handful of websites out there that offer free
books to Nook, and you can spend years and years reading them all. Friends and family can be a great source to get free books. You can borrow or trade books, or you may just get lucky enough to receive some books that they're done with and give to you. Be sure you return the benefit with your reading
books and you will be more likely to get more free books in the future. Audiobooks are great to listen to in the car or on the go, but they can be really expensive to buy. This link below will lead you to free audiobooks that you can download and then listen to from your phone, computer or MP3 player or
alternatively burn to a CD. Children can get free books sent to them every month through Dolly Parton's Imagination Library. Registration is free and is aimed at children from birth up to five years old. Freecycle is a site that connects people who want to give things away with people who want that thing.
You will need to join your local Freecycle group online and then look for when people post free things like free books or something else. So you claim these free books and pick them up without conditions. Summer reading programs often provide incentives to get kids to read during the summer and a
popular premium they give out is free books. This year, Barnes &amp; Noble is giving out free books to children who have read over the summer. DailyLit is a unique way to read free online books because every day you get an email with the passage of a book of your choice that will take you no longer
than 15 minutes to read. The DailyLit books fall under public and Creative Commons licenses, which means they are all free and legal to read. Craigslist can a useful resource for almost anything, but it can't come to mind when you think of free stuff. There's a free section on Craigslist that shows free stuff
that people give away, so you might have luck running across free books there, too. If the free books don't show up right away, search for the book you want, or just enter the book in the search box to find all free book users selling in your area. Visit some local garage sales just as they close up for the day
and you'd be surprised how many people would just give away their wares, including free books, instead of dragging them back to the garage. Keep an eye out for free boxes at garage sales as well, they can be great places to get free books. Bibliomania has hundreds of free classical literature and non-
fiction texts that can be read in full online. These free online books are all over all the different kinds of topics and there are some great choices for people of all ages. PaperBack Swap is not completely free, but I had to include it in the list because the cost is very low to get a book that you can keep. First,
send your own book to someone who requests it (you have to pay for shipping), and then you get a credit that can be redeemed for a book of your choice that someone else will send to you. Another website similar to PaperBack Swap is BookMooch. As we all know, social media can be used for all sorts
of healthy and productive things, like keeping in touch with loved ones from afar. Normal, sensible things. I also use it to stay in touch with love ones from afar, and that's great for that. Maybe I'm doing it right now. You're more likely to see me use social media for the following things: learning when my
friends have run their first marathon, or got engaged to the man of their dreams, or won important writing awards, or bought beautiful homes. Oh, and feel bad about myself as I dwell on the realization that Rachel from college has earned her Ph.D in the time it has taken me to figure out which day of the
week I should turn off the trash. There is also the very common use of me posting my own results, hoping that by sharing them with many other people and getting their approval, my results will feel less hollow. But for every unreal accomplishment we have wanted, we should know now that everyone is on
the Internet. Because we're all on the Internet. But somehow we keep believing that the beautiful pictures other people paint of their lives are actually real and that we must be the only ones in the world who burned dinner after wasting all day playing iPad games. That is not, I repeat, not the case. This
misunderstanding is the subject of my new novel, Tonight The Streets Are Ours. The story is about a girl, unhappy with her own life, who becomes obsessed with the witty, romantic, sophisticated musings about a teenage blogger. In the last she and her best friend set out on a road trip to York City to find
him. During an epic night together, she realizes that he is not exactly who she thought he would be based on what he wrote about his life. It's not that this blogger told falsehoods directly - like, he's not actually a middle-aged serial killer - but he lied in the same way that we all do online: by omission. So
today I thought I would try to be honest and let you in on some of what I leave out from my own online persona. Lie 1: #ProvenceFirst, we have this one, #Provence (could there be a more braggy hashtag?), from the bike ride that my mom and I took around France because we are extremely world-
adventure and athletic. Here's what I failed to mention: On day one of our bike ride, my mother had fallen and broke a rib. We had to take an ambulance to a Provence hospital and not only could she not cycle for the rest of the trip, but she couldn't really walk either. She spent the rest of our holiday in a
number of French hotel rooms while I rode from one to the next. Out on the road I tried to keep the mood up and have fun for both of us, but there is this wind in Provence. Maybe you've heard of it, it's called Le Mistral, and right away, there's a bad sign that it's a wind so strong, to have its own name.
When Le Mistral blows - as it was on the day when I took this picture - it can gust up to 50 miles per hour and there are warnings not to go cycling. But I did it anyway, and worried all the time about the wind knocking me over, in a country where I didn't speak the language and was all alone in the
countryside because my mother was in a hotel room eating ibuprofen. However, the view was very beautiful. That's 100 percent true. Lie 2: SnowmanThere was a snow day, so my boyfriend and I worked from home and we took a break to build a snowman! How cute are we? We're like straight out of a
movie called 500 Days of Winter! Omitted from this picture: I had to bully my girlfriend into building a snowman. I was like, Let's be capricious, and he said: But it's really cold and there's no point, and I'd rather stay inside and play video games. But you can build a snowman yourself if it means so much to
you. And then I got completely sad and said: One day we will be old and we will look back on those moments when we could have romp lovingly in the snow and we will be filled with regret. So he agreed to romp, but I wouldn't describe it as terribly loving. If more people on Twitter had helped this one, that
could have made me better about our forced attempts at romance. Lie 3: Coney IslandMy friend Emily and I cycled down to the beach to watch the sand sculpture competition. There was some amazing art there, as these pictures show. And how lucky am I to live in a city where events like this happen and
to have a friend who wants to explore them with me? Omitted from these images: The fact that it was 100 degrees, and took all my energy just to go. Also, the fact that Emily's Emily's had got a flat tire on the way down to the beach. Basically I took some pictures that I thought I could turn into an appealing
Instagram collage when I was out of the sun and could breathe again and then we left. Lie 4: The HamptonsHere I'm in the halcyon Hamptons because I'm so fancy and relaxed! Not included: the fact that I spent my entire weekend in Hampton with the writers' block, staring at this pond and hoping it would
inspire me. (It didn't.) Lie 5: Shakespeare! On the summer solstice, I like to have friends over reading the whole of Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream. This year one of my guests brought this awesome giant old tome because she takes her Shakespeare even more seriously than I do – which
makes her the perfect kind of guest for this party! The part you don't see is that I had spent the whole weekend worried about this party, culminating in crashing waves of anxiety just before people arrived. I had a specific vision of how I wanted tonight to go, so I was deeply worried that it would rain or the
food wouldn't turn out right, or I wouldn't have time to make all the food or I wouldn't have enough copies of the piece, or whatever. So on the day of, a few friends texted me to cancel the last minute, at which point I looked at all the food I had managed to make and all the copies of the piece I had dug up
and thought to myself, What cruel irony is this life. In the end I had enough guests, the food was eaten, the piece was read and everything is good that ends well. So my point with all these examples is not that these things that look so good online were actually terrible. None of them were terrible. My point
is simply that these things that look perfect online are actually imperfect. That's all. That's what the protagonist of Tonight The Streets Are Ours realizes. And maybe one day, that's what we can all realize too. In the meantime, follow me @LeilaSalesBooks Twitter and Instagram for more photos like these.
Just don't take any of them too seriously. Photo: Leila Sales/Instagram Sales/Instagram
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